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Analysis of Quotes
“O me! O life” is one of the greatest poems ever written by Walt Whitman. The poem is unique due to the fact that it contains several elements intertwined together. The poem contains features such as free verse rhythm, alliteration between long and short lines, the rhetorical and not so rhetorical questions and the focus on self. The poem mainly talks about the desperation and struggles of life and how it takes a toll on an individual (Gale, 2018). The most unique part is that the poem mainly discusses this in relation to Whitman. He is able to associate himself with the words of the poem in order to better make the readers understand the kind of life issues that he undergoes. He also intends to deal away with the notion that he may be superior as compared to other human beings by carefully articulating the challenges that he faces. This is meant to show that he too is human. Whitman seeks to understand the purpose of life given all the struggles that are there and also illustrates how people are wasting most of their precious years chasing trivial or non-important things.
“O me! O life” is representative of life in the sense that it centers on human struggles. According to Whitman, everyone around him is foolish and faithless due to the fact that they are chasing futile dreams (Gale, 2018). Almost all of the people are involved in selfishly looking for ways that can bring positive change and transform their lives. The poem is also captivating in the sense that it acknowledges of the challenges of life that never seem to end and which causes most of the people to lack happiness and joy. There are several themes that are utilized in this poem quote. These include the theme of existence, expectations versus reality and that of struggles. This is evidenced by the decision of the poet to question the existence of life and the futile attempts at making progress.
The teacher’s words in the quote “what will your verse be?” means that he is seeking for someone to elaborate more on the words of the poem. The poem is detailing the desperation of life and thus the teacher seeks a continuance of the same. Every human being in the world is facing challenges and struggles of life and therefore, it is only rational that there is someone with a verse that can correspond to the feelings of Whitman. Every member of the class is undergoing a form of struggle which is what life is all about and thus the teacher, through the words, is inviting or giving someone a chance to express his or her desperations. The fact that you are here and that life exists means that everyone is faced with almost similar challenges and thus it is one’s responsibility to define it. “What will your verse be?” therefore, vests one the responsibility of contributing to the powerful play of struggles of life that goes on.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The teacher juxtaposes Whitman words just before the question to allude or make reference to the poem in question. The poem ends by describing that the powerful play of life goes on and that all of the people in existence have a chance to contribute to averse relating to the same. The teacher therefore, cleverly juxtaposes the quote for people to internalize the words of Whitman and thus proceed on to write their own verses. This also ensures that there is a rhythm or a form of continuation of the poetic words as individuals are required to proceed right after the end of Whitman words. This is different if the quote had been placed in another place apart from the end of Whitman’s words as one is unable to relate exactly what the question refers to. The teacher, therefore, gives meaning to the question and allows the students to have an effective way of writing their own verses
The poem utilizes several literary devices in order to bring out the deep frustrations that the author faces. One such example of literary devices is imagery.  Imagery is used to make the readers visualize or perceive things using their senses (Gale, 2018). The readers can develop better association with the poem and the struggles that the poet is facing. An example of imagery in the poem is “of eyes that vainly crave the light, of the object of the new”. This assists the readers to see the vain nature of life in their day to day routines. Life, in summary, is much more of a vain struggle. Another important literary device is that of metaphor. This is used in the poem when he refers to “of the endless trains of the faithless, of cities filled with the foolish”. Through the metaphor, Whitman compares people who do not have faith to foolish people. The city is filled with lots of people of faithlessness due to the struggles that they are going through. The poet is, therefore, able to compare the issue of faith ad foolishness and this is well captured in the poem.
There is also the use of alliteration which is the repetition of consonant sounds in the same line. Alliteration occurs when consonants are repeated in quick succession the same line. This is well elaborated using the sound /s/ in “of the empty and useless years of the rest, with the rest me intertwined”. Another literary device Whitman manages to use is hyperbole. This is a device used to exaggerate a statement in order to emphasize the message (Gale, 2018). In trying to inform the readers the location or area that the struggles of life are mostly happening, Whitman exaggerates the word where “of the endless train of the faithless, of cities filled with the foolish”. This is meant to allow the readers to understand the city life and the problems associated with it. The problem is less likely to occur in the rural areas but rather the urban areas and thus the exaggeration of the statement by the poet.
 There are also poetic devices such as repetition. This well captured in the repetition of words “oh me oh life”. The poet uses this to emphasize that indeed he is the one facing the problem and that it is life that is giving him all these problems. The poem also adopts a free verse form of poetry. This I because it does not contain patterns of rhyme and that there is no strictness of rhyme scheme.
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